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Introduction 

Each evening between March 1997 and March 2015 I compiled a ‘Looking Back’ column in 
the Cambridge News in which I featured snippets from issues of 100, 75, 50 and 25 years ago. 

I particularly sought out unusual items relating to villages and areas of Cambridge not usually 
featured. These are stories relating to Sutton 

The full Cambridgeshire Scrapbook is available for you to read, search and download from 
bit. ly/CambsCollection 

1 can supply actual copies of many of these articles - please contact me. 

The newspapers are held in the Cambridgeshire Collection at Cambridge Lion Yard Library 
together with other Cambridge titles back to 1762. They have a variety of indexes including a 
record of stories for every village in Cambridgeshire between 1770-1900 and newspaper 
cuttings files on 750 topics from 1958 to date. 

I initiated much of the indexing and have many indexes of my own. Please feel free to contact 
me for advice and assistance. 

Lor more details of newspapers and other sources for Cambridgeshire history see my website 
www.mikepetty.org.uk 

This index was produced as a working part of my personal research resources and would 
benefit by editing. If you can make any of it work for you I am delighted. But remember you 
should always check everything! 

Please make what use of it you may. Please remember who it came from 


Mike Petty, 13a Reads Street, Stretham, Cambs CB6 3JT 

01353 648106 

mikepettyl3a@gmail.com 
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Sutton stories from ‘A Cambridgeshire Scrapbook 1897-1990’, compiled by Mike Petty 


1898 02 22 

rail accident to rag and bone man, Sutton - 1898 02 22 p3 

1898 09 30 

The following were granted permission to keep their houses open until 1 1 o’clock on the 
occasion of Sutton feast on October 3rd: William Rushbrooke, The Oak; Alexandra 
Willingham, The Crown; John Smith, The Ship; Amos Clark, Black Horse; James Dewey, 
Windmill; William Wayman, George and Dragon and Josiah White, Red Lion 

1899 05 29 

The Fore Hill, Ely, was the scene of a mishap. A brake crowded with Sutton people was 
proceeding up the hill, with only one horse attached to it. All went well till Mr Cross' shop 
when the animal’s strength proved unequal to the strain and the vehicle ran backwards. 

People saw the serious position of the holiday makers, but the vehicle fortunately turned 
safely across the hill, though the wheels came sharply in contact with the curb. One or two of 
the occupants jumped out without injuring themselves 

1899 10 05 

Richard Drake, machinist from Sutton, was summoned for permitting a locomotive to be used 
on the highway drawing more than three loaded wagons. P.S. Hodge said he saw a traction 
engine in Churchgate Street, Soham drawing three wagons, a house van and a chaff cutter. 
The driver said that his master had expected they would be stopped. Fined 30s. 

1901 07 18 

One of the saddest occurrences in Sutton for many years took place when an old lady, 
generally believed to be 100 years on her last birthday, was burnt to death before anyone 
could render assistance. Although relatives offered to stay with her she declined with a 
confident remark that she was able to take care of herself. Her daughter had said: “Mother 
dear, take care of yourself. Don’t topple the lamp over”. She answered “My dear, you need 
not see any fear of that. 1 shall never do that”. She had evidently knocked against the table 
which fell over, got saturated with oil and burnt to death. 

1902 05 23 

Ely Board of Guardians discussed what they proposed to do in regard to the Coronation and 
agreed to only one day’s festivities. Mr Darby said they at Sutton wished to bring over to the 
village all the inmates belonging thereto. The Guardians had no objection. Coronation fare for 
the inmates should be similar to that provided at Christmastime and during the afternoon they 
would be allowed to attend the festivities in the town. Each would be presented with a 
Coronation medal and the Master would provide four sets of draughts and dominoes for the 
use of inmates. 

1902 11 26 

Valuable licensed premises for sale. In Sutton: the brick and slated beer house known by the 
sign of “Exhibition Inn” in Painter’s Lane, containing tailor’s shop and two bedrooms, stable 
and iron-roofed open hovel. In Hillrow: the fully-licensed public house known as “Two Pot 
House” containing tap room and six bedrooms, thatched stables and timber closet. In 
Haddenham: the beer house known by the sign of “The White Lion” in Station Road. 


1903 10 01 

There has been speculation at Ely as to the identity of the unknown person who paid the 
education part of Mr Cragg’s rate and thus prevented his appearance before the magistrates 
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and also a Nonconformist demonstration. Now it appears the Prickwillow Baptists have been 
treated in a similar fashion. When Mr H. Drake of Sutton came before the magistrates there 
were very few nonconformists in court as they were not aware the case was coming forward. 
There will be much more heard of passive resistance after the next rate has been levied. 


1904 02 17 

James Gimbert won a claim against Sutton Shepherds’ Independent Friendly Society. It had 
been registered in 1863 and he had been secretary for 55 years before resigning owing to ill 
health, aged 83. He became ill, suffering very badly from rheumatism and claimed relief until 
January 1903 when it was refused on the ground that he had been seen out of doors after 
seven o’clock in the evening, contrary to the rules of the society. He had been collecting the 
Sutton Poor’s Land rent for which he received payment. They had suspended him from sick 
pay and refused his subscription. 

1904 12 02 

News of a murderous attack on a 70-year-old man at Sutton had been kept well within the 
village, where it caused quite a sensation, but now a smart-looking fellow wearing the 
uniform of a private in the Suffolk Regiment has been brought before Ely court. Police 
Sergeant Towns said he had gone to a house in Sutton Gault where he found a farm labourer 
known under the respected nickname of ‘Uncle’ suffering from a very bad fracture at the back 
of his head and other wounds on his face. The victim made a statement after which he had 
arrested the soldier. The accused lived on the opposite side of the road. He was remanded in 
custody. 

1906 01 19 

The Ely surveyor said he had examined the Prickwillow Road and found that for 140 chains 
between the Norwich gates and the Old Bank the road was badly cut up. For some months 
there had been exceptionally heavy traffic caused by Messrs R. Drake of Sutton’s traction 
engines and wagons who had been making three or four journeys a week carting agricultural 
produce. 06 01 19 

1906 12 20 

Ely coroner held an inquest on the death of an 79-year-old Sutton woman. For several years 
she was in the habit of taking laudanum; she fetched twopennyworth at a time, twice a week. 
That was enough to destroy life, but her daughter never saw her take it. She took beer at her 
meal times and rum when she was ill. The doctor refused to issue a death certificate as the 
body had been laid out before he saw it and certain signs had been wiped away. 

1908 03 24 

Coveney farmer accident Drake of Sutton traction engine - 08 03 24a & b 
1908 10 09 

A sensation was created at Sutton by the descent of a monster balloon near the Chain 
Causeway. It was the renowned ‘Valkyrie’ carrying the champion lady balloonist, the Hon 
Mrs Assheton Harbord which had been inflated at Battersea Park Gas Work hoping to sail as 
far as Peterborough. It landed without the slightest difficulty and was packed in a cart for 
conveyance to Sutton station. Mrs Harbord’ s motor car had followed the balloon for some 
distance but the chauffeur had lost sight of it so, after being entertained by Walter Haddock of 
the Brooklands, she took the train from Ely.CWN 08 10 09 p8 

1911 03 03 

A fire at Sutton destroyed three thatched cottages on the Green. The village brigade did what 
they could with their out-of-date fire apparatus and water was obtained from a nearby pond 
but the fire spread to two other cottages. Many villagers, including women, worked like 
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Trojans to remove furniture and effects and a scene of indescribable confusion prevailed. The 
bedding and all sorts of oddments were thrown in a heap, some of the good being accidentally 
broken. When the occupants finally proceeded to take possession of their belongings they 
found everything so mixed up that difficulties were experienced in deciding the rightful 
owners. It was quite a case of topsy-turvydom. 1 1 03 03g 

1911 05 26 

Isleham woman suicide in river between Mepal and Sutton Gault - 1 1 05 26f 

1912 07 12 

P.C. Newell, stationed at Coveney, told the court he had received a complaint regarding the 
loss of a bottle of whisky from the Rev Turner’s bedroom cupboard. It was found hidden 
beneath some planks in the removal van which was taking the Rector’s furniture to Sutton 
station. A removal man said he’d discovered the bottle beneath a mattress and the Rector had 
said he could have it. Nobody knew where the rector was now; he had resigned the living of 
Coveney and left no address. Defendant was bound over to be of good behaviour for three 
months. 12 07 12n 

1912 07 12 

P.C. Newell, stationed at Coveney, told the court he had received a complaint regarding the 
loss of a bottle of whisky from the Rev Turner’s bedroom cupboard. It was found hidden 
beneath some planks in the removal van which was taking the Rector’s furniture to Sutton 
station. A removal man said he’d discovered the bottle beneath a mattress and the Rector had 
said he could have it. Nobody knew where the rector was now; he had resigned the living of 
Coveney and left no address. Defendant was bound over to be of good behaviour for three 
months. 

1914 06 12 

In 1905 Bluntisham overseers assessed five acres of land in Sutton parish, including two 
cottages and a tollhouse, but they refused to pay. The property did not abut on Sutton parish 
as it did on Earith or Haddenham. Old maps showed a portion of Huntingdonshire lay on the 
eastern side of the Hundred Foot River. This was an artificial cut and took the place of the 
ancient river which was the county boundary. Any criminal offence committed in the area 
could not be tried anywhere until the areas had been properly assigned to a parish. No coroner 
had jurisdiction and no police had powers, no education attendance could be enforced and no 
rates collected. 1914 06 12 pi 1 

1914 07 17 

Sutton Wesleyan chapel foundation stone 

1914 10 09 
Sutton petrol store 

1914 12 11 

At the opening of the new Sutton Wesleyan Chapel the Rev Bryant said he felt ashamed that 
people had previously been worshiping in a building whose ceiling has to be kept together by 
large planks. The new one was an imposing structure seating 300 people designed by Mr 
Fovargue of March and built by Mr Giddens of St Ives 

1924 02 08 

Greene King brewery applied for an off-licence to sell spirits, beer etc by retail at the Bury 
Ale Stores, Sutton. The trade in bottled beer had increased enormously since the war and the 
price had also increased. A pin of beer, which was 4 Vi gallons, cost 4s. before the war, now it 
cost 1 Is.; three dozen bottles of pale ale could be purchased for 7s.6d. and today the price was 
15s. Ficensed houses were thicker in Sutton High street than in any other part of 
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Cambridgeshire but people in private houses did not send their maids down to the public 
houses, they liked their orders delivered at the door. 

1925 04 18 

On entering Sutton church the vicar found the vestry on fire. On a large oil stove had been 
stacked the majority of the church archives, the church registers, vestry carpets, surplices and 
other articles, all of which were ablaze. Further investigation showed the contents of a 
decanter of wine had been sprinkled all over the church, the marriage register being soaked 
with it. Candle grease was found over nearly every pew and a vulcanite pipe-stem was 
wedged in the belfry door lock. The offertory boxes containing money had been left intact. 
Had Canon Woodard not arrived when he did the church would probably have been burnt 
down 


1925 04 21 

The Isle of Ely football committee secretary reported that Manea had written to the Sutton 
football club, endeavouring to make a fixture for their last match and eventually Sutton made 
a date, but later wrote to say they were unable to raise a team. The club was a particularly 
difficult one to deal with. They were the most unbusinesslike club in the Isle. 

1925 04 28 c 

Haddenham folk were in a happy mood when a social was held in the Church Hall to 
celebrate the opening of a new branch of the Ely Co-operative Society in the village. The new 
premises, which were erected by Mr H. Feast, a local builder, comprise departments for 
groceries, provisions, drapery & boots. Years ago the Co-operative tree was planted in Ely, 
and first of all it branched out to Littleport. Later came the Sutton branch, then one in Ely. 

1925 08 28 c 

By the passing away of Mr John Young of Witchford Cambridgeshire has lost what is 
believed to be her last Indian Mutiny veteran. Born at Sutton in 1840 he possessed all the 
British fighting spirit of his grandfather who had helped the Duke of Wellington overthrow 
Napoleon Bonaparte at Waterloo. He was a 15-year-old boy when he joined the army and two 
years later left for India where the never-to-be-forgotten mutiny was in progress. Often he 
would tell of the siege of Lucknow and the massacre at Cawnpore almost as graphically and 
vividly as any historian could write. On one occasion two men, one on either side of him, 
were shot down by the rebels, he himself sustaining no injury. 

1925 12 29 

The Water Engineer submitted a scheme to Ely RDC for the extension of water supply to 
Haddenham. He recommends the erection of a reinforced concrete water tower with a 
capacity of 100,000 gallons as the existing towers at Littleport and Sutton. The site chosen is 
the corner of a field at the back of the Rectory House, abutting the bowling green. There are 
other convenient sites but this is nearer to the existing pipeline and enables it to be laid 
straight to the tower without unnecessary curves or awkward bends. 

1928 11 23 

The Isle of Ely County Council has taken over the road across Mepal Causeway as a main 
road but have no responsibility for a concrete viaduct. But, recognising the great delay and 
danger to the public when the road is flooded, they are prepared to find 25% of the cost. 
During floods last winter traffic was held up for three weeks; it was impossible to get a boat 
across and 40 workmen from Mepal had to walk eight miles after a day’s work, travelling 
from Bluntisham to Sutton by rail. If the viaduct was built it would be one of the greatest 
improvements since the Council had been in existence. 

1931 01 10 
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An Ortona conductor was summoned for allowing 60 passengers on to a single-decker bus 
licensed to carry 37. It was a very busy day just before Christmas. The bus had started from 
Sutton and the trouble arose at Denny End, Waterbeach where there were a number of 
passengers wanting to go to Cambridge market. The bus had to pull up at the railway station 
to set down passengers and people waiting there wanted to get on. The conductor did his best 
to prevent them but was helpless. He tried to get them to transfer to a relief bus but they 
would not get off. 3101 10b 

1932 07 08 

Wicken Coronation Band played during a fete to raise money for repairs to the village 
almshouses. There was plenty to amuse with darts, coconut shy, a rifle range and various 
Then there was a dancing display by pupils of Miss K. Setchell of Sutton and a variety 
entertainment by C. Arnold’s Concert Party. Mr C. Alsop - known as ‘Wick’ on account of 
his activities for the village - said many Cambridge people had made donations. 32 07 08a 

1932 10 07 

County engineers reported that the main beams of the bridges at Sutton Gault were no longer 
safe for a load exceeding three tons and needed to be improved. The piles were also in a very 
rotten condition. The Estates committee recommended that Sutton Tollhouse, the adjoining 
cottage and a strip of land on the opposite side of the road, should be offered to the Isle of Ely 
County Council at the price of £100. But Herber Martin considered this excessive. 32 10 07 aa 
& 32 10 07b 

1933 03 13 

The Cranbrook Drain was in a choked condition. It was not included in the Sutton and Mepal 
Internal Drainage Board area but higher up, above Somersham, it was shown as a public 
drain. Riparian owners had cleaned it out in the past but now refused to do anything more. 
They had paid taxes for 20 years and received no benefit. Now they should ask the Minister 
who was responsible. 33 03 13b 

1933 04 27 

A Sutton farmworker claimed that while driving three horses attached to a self-binder 
machine the traces became entangled. When he was freeing them one of the horses swished 
its tail across his eye and he lost his sight. The farmer, Harold Read, said the man had been 
partially blind for some years and had hurt his eye against a hanging lamp in his own house. 
But he was awarded £19 damages. 33 04 27a 

1933 12 01 

Sutton Gault bridges were unsafe for traffic and should be replaced, the River Board said. The 
roads over the bridges gave access to 4,000 acres of land and the present weight limit of three 
tons meant that anyone driving three horses and a wagon over them was liable to prosecution. 
But Mr Hudson said it lead to a dead end by an occupation road and he could not support the 
proposal. 33 12 01 

1934 03 08 

A plastering contractor said he’d been told there was “a bag of money for plasterers in 
Cambridge” and had come from Sutton Bridge with £900 to his credit. There was a strike on 
at the time and he started on 20 houses in Huntingdon Road for Mr John Brignell then 
contracted to plaster 212 houses in Kendal Way. But another workman’s strike arose - a 
strike that never ceased. His last contract was for houses at Harston, Eversden and Coldham’s 
Lane. He attributed his failure to other people’s bankruptcy and bad debts 34 03 08 

1934 06 21 

A Sutton farmer told the court he’d supplied 30 tons of Majestic potatoes for shipment to the 
Argentine, he then got a second order and had included some King Edwards. But the agent 
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they were not suitable for shipping across the Equator and during the voyage twenty-seven 
bags had to be thrown overboard at Buenos Aires 34 06 2 1 

1935 11 02 

Sutton lady drowned in Forty -Foot River near Carter’s Bridge - 35 1 1 02 

1936 01 03 

Ely RDC has accepted tenders from Messrs Grensells of Kettering for wiring council houses 
in Ely Road and West End Sutton, Tower Road, Main Street and Cross Lane Downham, the 
Cambridge and Ely Roads in Stretham together with Hill Row, Hop Row and Station Road, 
Haddenham, Millfield Littleport and Haddenham Road at Wilburton. The Beds., Cambs. & 
Hunts Electricity Company will make a connection charge of £1 for each of the 94 houses- 
36 01 03c 

1936 04 22 

The bridges over the Bedford Rivers at Sutton Gault were unable to carry the weight of traffic 
now using them and were beyond the capacity of the Ouse Catchment Board to repair. They 
should be replaced by the County Council like the Honeysome Bridge near Chatteris station. 
But this would cost £8,000 and in times of flood the road between the two bridges would be 
underwater. To make a good job there would have tO be a viaduct and the area did not warrant 
that expenditure, an Inspector was told. 36 04 22c & d photo 36 04 23a 

1936 05 09 

Sutton sewage - 36 05 08 
1936 07 29 

Sutton farm trading as C. Sole and sons in bankruptcy - 36 07 29a 
1936 07 30e 

Harston flooding, Prickwillow and Sutton Gault bridges, musk rats, Quy Rye Ditch - 36 07 
30e 

1936 09 21 

A pair of cottages at Mepal was completely destroyed by fire. Standing on their own close to 
the main road, on the Ely side of the village, the cottages, which were thatched, had been 
empty for about two months. The fire was first noticed at midnight and although the Sutton 
Brigade, under Chief Officer P. Painter, made a prompt turn-out and were in action until 8 
a.m., the flames defeated their efforts and destroyed the buildings 36 09 21a 

1936 09 24 

A general dealer of Sutton told the bankruptcy court how he had worked for various market 
gardeners and then bought some pigs and gone in for breeding. But he lost four sows. He 
hired ground and began to grow garden produce, then rented a lock-up and carried on a 
fruiterer’s and general business. He moved to Pound Lane but that was more out of the way 
and he got into arrears. He attributed his failure to bad trade, bad debts and insufficient profit 
as there was great competition with about ten or eleven general stores in the village 36 09 24a 

1937 04 03 

Sutton fatal accident, need traffic island at Brook Corner - 37 04 03a 
1937 06 24 

Darby of Sutton operating without haulage licence. 37 06 24c & d 
1937 11 05 
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The cost of providing and maintaining Ely fire brigade and equipment was considerable and 
there should be payment if they were to attend fires in the rural area, councillors heard. Only 
Downham, Sutton, Witcham and Haddenham had fire fighting equipment but no one would 
work the Haddenham engine. The whole district was now connected to a water supply so 
parish councils should connect to the mains and erect stand pipes. But the Cambridge brigade 
had offered their services without any retaining fee and that would be cheaper. 37 1 1 05b 

1937 12 15 

Sutton Gault Bridges to be transferred from Ouse Catchment Board to Isle of Ely County 
Council - when 37 12 15 

1938 02 02 

New school required at Wilburton and Sutton school enlarged - 38 02 02 

1938 06 03 

The Isle of Ely Highways Department had since 1931 been cleansing four drains at Stretham, 
nine in Witcham and one in Sutton that had been set out in the Inclosure Awards as public 
drains. This work had been undertaken under a legal mistake and should have been done at 
the expense of the respective parishes. This meant a serious cost would now fall on the Rural 
Council. At Haddenham nothing had been done with the drains and those at Wentworth had 
not been touched for 50-100 years. Who was going to pay, Councillors asked 38 06 03b 

1939 08 02 

The Fire Brigade reported they had difficulties arranging for a motor lorry to tow the trailer 
pump based at Haddenham and arranged for it to be removed to Sutton where a suitable 
motor tender would always be available. The owner would be paid sixpence a mile with more 
if it had to convey firemen. Now all Haddenham Brigade were going to resign, though if there 
were a fire they would probably bring out their hose. 39 08 02 & a 


1947 0516 c 

Still more pumps brought over from Holland are coming into the Cambridgeshire fens to help 
add further food- producing acres to the thousands already cleared of flood water since 
"Operation Fenlands" began about two months ago. One, a 36-inch pump capable of throwing 
1 10 tons of water a minute - nearly 25,000 gallons - is about to be installed on the Earith- 
Sutton road at Chain Drove. It will reinforce the battery of three 24-inch ones from Holland 
already operating there. Together with three similar pumps they can take over half a million 
tons every 24 hours off the flooded Haddenham Fen area.In other words they will clear daily 
an amount of water equal to Parker's Piece flooded to a depth of twentyfeet 

1947 05 23 

The devastated fenlands have been the objectives of many distinguished visitors of late, not 
least of whom was the Premier and Minister of Education of Ontario. They stopped to inspect 
many of the flooded houses, which, although now clear of water, are still carpeted with layers 
of thick, slimy mud. The walls, too, are in many places still damp, and the paper which once 
hid the walls is peeling off leaving bare ugly patches. The road between Ely and King's Lynn 
is once again open to all traffic. The Haddenhm-Earith Road is also free of water, but that 
between Earith and Sutton is still flooded 

1950 05 22 

The whirlwind which swept through Cambridgeshire last night caused extensive damage at 
Sutton. A double-decker Eastern Counties bus was lifted up by the miniature tornado and 
thrown down onto its side shaking up the passengers and injuring at least two. The bus was 
just leaving Sutton on its way to March, and was travelling along Ely Road carrying 14 
passengers. The driver was uninjured but the conductor was knocked unconscious. 



Breakdown crews form Cambridge and Peterborough tried to move the bus off the road. 
Traffic was diverted through Mepal airdrome 

1951 12 10 

For the first time, winners of ploughing societies’ matches in the county met to decide the 
champion ploughman. The winner was M. Bowers of Cottenham who received the 
Championship cup and the cup for best work in the horse ploughing class. The youngest 
ploughman on the field, 14-years-old G. Bailey of Willingham bowed to a more experienced 
man when he was placed second to J. Hammance (Sutton) in the heavy tractor class, but he 
did have the pleasure of beating his father, E. Bailey, into third position. E. Blunt of 
Cottenham was first in the light tractor class. 

1955 05 13 

Work on raising the Middle Level Barrier Bank from Seven Holes Sluice Earith to Welches 
Dam has been in progress for three years but cannot be completed at the original price owing 
to increased wage rates. Serious erosion on the face of the bank between Sutton Gault and the 
Gull occurred during the floods last November; this section is liable to damage by erosion 
because of the low level of the foreland which should be made up. 55 05 13d 

1955 07 01 

An inquiry considered whether to reinstate the old Sutton-Mepal Road which was closed 
during the war for the construction of the now disused airfield or to construct a new bypass 
road utilising the no. 1 runway. This would divert traffic from the sharp corner at the Brook 
and be cheaper. But it would mean a slightly longer journey between the two villages and 
Mepal was dependent on Sutton for its doctor, nurse and butcher. If it was one or the other 
they wanted the direct route back. 55 07 01 

1956 04 06 

There was good news for residents of Sutton and Mepal when the War Works Commission 
announced they had upheld the petition against the closure of the road which runs across 
Mepal airfield. It was closed when the land was taken for an aerodrome during the war and 
will now be reopened 56 04 06c 

1956 09 29 

The pilot and navigator of a Venom night fighter taking part in the Air Defence Exercise, 
‘Stronghold, were killed when it crashed in a sugar beet field near Sutton. Portions of the 
aircraft were strewn over a large area and flames were still visible in the bottom of a large 
crater some times later. 56 09 29a 

1957 06 29 

When returning from Ely Fair after a ‘good night out’, three Mepal landworkers saw Marcus 
Darby’s tractor standing on the grass verge at Sutton with the ignition key in place. When one 
of them suggested “Let’s have a taxi home” all three piled on to it and took it four hundred 
yards to the aerodrome, where they left it. The lads were of good character and had been well 
behaved in the village. They were fined £1 each and had their licences endorsed. 57 06 29a 

1958 06 13 

Sutton sewage scheme approved - 58 06 13b 
1958 08 30 

British Railways Eastern Region announces the closure of Earith Bridge Station on the St Ives 
to Ely line from Monday October 6 th . Alternative facilities for parcels and freight traffic are 
available at Bluntisham, Somersham, Sutton and Haddenham stations. 58 08 30d 

1960 01 20 
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Supermarkets are undercutting smaller shops - an identical tin of coffee varies by as much as 
sixpence. But Mr L.C. Cherry of Milton Road has banded together with several other grocers 
to buy goods in bulk, enabling him to give customers special offers. A high percentage of 
orders are now taken over the telephone, credit is given and goods delivered. At Sutton Mr 
L.F. Lindsell has seen no decline since the opening of a supermarket at Ely: the customer 
saves a bus fare, get good service and can always come back and complain. Several 
housewives praised the supermarket but others said it tempted them to buy rather more than 
they first intended 60 01 20 

1961 06 21 

Mrs Baden Powell has been elected chairman of Sutton parish council having topped the poll 
in both parish and Ely RDC elections. Born in the village, she helps her husband with his 
cheese manufacturing business. Their bungalow opposite the church is fabulous with a 
circular hall and curved solid walnut door which took three weeks to make by hand. The 16 
radiators are disguised and surrounded by wood to tone in with the furniture while the carpets 
were specially made and dyed to blend. 6 1 06 2 1 

1962 12 31 

Cambridgeshire has not been too badly affected by the cold but Elmdon was cut off, Ickleton 
lost power on Christmas Day and a cow had to be rescued after it broke through an ice- 
covered dyke at Braham Farm, Lt Thetford. When pulled out it was too exhausted to stand 
and was given half a bottle of whisky while a makeshift sledge was constructed. Snow 
ploughs were used on the Sutton-Earith Road and several major firms have sent gangs to help 
clear snow after building work ceased. Several bags of barley fell from a lorry at Littlebury 
proving a stroke of good fortune for wild birds. Hundreds of them fed on the seed and passing 
motorists had to sound their horns to clear birds from the road. 62 12 31a 

1964 01 30 

Once a day, at 1.15 pm, a little diesel train leaves Ely station, goes eight miles and arrives at 
Sutton. Then at 3.20 pm it turns round and goes back again. Hauling three goods wagons, it 
stops first at Little Thetford where the driver and fireman nip down smartly from the cab, 
open and close the gates, and continue the trip. It carries mainly fuel, with possible stops at 
Stretham, Wilburton and Haddenham stations. Thirty years this little -known line carried a 
passenger service. It was constructed under the Grunty Fen Railway Act of 1864 and the 
Friends of Haddenham hope to run a centenary passenger special. 64 01 30b 

1964 05 29 

In 1918 two Sutton brothers, Baden & Stanley Powell were working on their father’s farm 
when the milk from a small dairy was not making very good money. So they decided to make 
cheese, hawking them from door to door by pony and cart. In those days there were a dozen 
cheese makers in villages around Sutton and they had to work long hours. They abandoned 
the dairy in The Row and built a much larger one, Rathmore Diaries, near the church. But 
then the war stopped the supply of milk. By the end Mr Powell was the only cheese maker 
and today he produces a quarter of a million pounds a year.64 05 29d 

1964 06 23 

Sutton former vicarage where Winston Churchill spent many Christmases is being 
demolished - 64 06 23b 

1964 07 05 

The Burystead in Sutton is 600 years old. Saxon built, it dates back to the early 14 th century 
when it was a manor, surrounded by a moat. It was part of the living of Alan de Walsingham, 
a lifetime before the parish church was completed. It is still in the possession of the 
Ecclesiastical Authorities but now rented by the Sutton Smallholders Association. The house 
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was modernised three years ago. It has six rooms, three up and three down, and two toilets. 
The present tenants have lived there for 10 years - a 60 th of the former manor’s life 64 07 05a 

1964 10 16 

Sir Winston Churchill used to stay at Sutton as a small boy when his great uncle, the Hon. 
C.F.O. Spencer, was Vicar of the parish. He often went at Christmas time and would worship 
in the magnificent church which is famous for its unusual tower which dates back to the 14 th 
century. Because of its similarity to the Ely octagon it may be that it was build by craftsmen 
constructing the cathedral. The Rev Spencer was responsible for considerable restoration 
work and today the church is in a fine state. It seats 600 people and is filled several times a 
year, particularly for harvest festival 64 10 16b 

1964 11 27 

Sutton photo feature - 64 11 27c 
1973 05 10 

County planners envisage that the population of Sutton - classified as a "growth village" - 
may almost double to 4,000 by 1981. The council chairman, Mr Marcus Darby, said, "I don't 
see why we shouldn't accept the proposed growth. It must help the prosperity of the village". 
Planning officials spoke of possible extensions at the village school, or the building of a 
second school and possible areas for new building development. They suggested the former 
airfield and the old railway station as suitable sites for any small firms who might wish to 
come to Sutton. Councillors also suggested the allocation of a site for a community centre 

1973 07 14 

Nine days after a leaking drum of ethyl acrylate caused a scare in Cambridge, a five gallon 
drum of poisonous chemical was found in a field at Sutton - and it took officials six hours to 
move it to a safe place. It was sitting 10 feet from the main A142 road. The police had no 
responsibility to move the can. Neither had the fire service. It was finally removed in a local 
contractor's Morris 1000 pick-up truck and locked away in an isolated hut at Witcham sewage 
works. (The can, which was labelled "ethyl acetate”, was later found to contain pond water) 

1973 12 14 

Ely Rural Council, who sold 44 of their houses in the last financial year, are now considering 
buying some newly -built private houses - to ease their waiting lists. The houses at The Row 
and the Hillside, Sutton have been empty for several months and already existing residents 
fear the idea will bring down the value of their homes. 

1975 10 01 

Cambridge is desperately short of rented accommodation and within 48 hours, as students 
join those already searching in vain for somewhere to live, the situation is likely to 
deteriorate. Already landlords advertising property to let are embarrassed and often upset by 
the number of applicants who plead for a room. One landlord ran an advertisement in this 
newspaper and in three days received around 100 applications for the flat. A Sutton man 
advertised one to let at £65 a month and in three days received 60 replies. 

1978 01 06 

The impact of the tornado which unleashed tremendous energy, sufficient to rip up fully- 
grown trees along the edge of Newmarket cemetery and fling them about like bowling pins, 
was almost identical to tornado activity which occurred in May 1950 & caused considerable 
damage around Sutton and blew over a double-decker bus. Tornado tracks were plotted from 
near Hemel Hempstead, through Bedford, St Ives, Earith, Sutton, Witcham and Coveney. 
Cambridgeshire is a good tornado and thunderstorm region. The 50-odd destructive tornadoes 
in the British Isle from 1868 to 1950 were the most numerous in the eastern lowlands of 
England. 
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1978 04 25 

The Precinct is the latest thing in road sweepers manufactured by Melford Engineering in a 
very unobtrusive long low building in the fens near Sutton. Looking rather like an overgrown 
Dalek they are coming out of the factory in increasing numbers and beginning to appear on 
the roads in Germany and even Saudi Arabia. Just about all the little sweeper is made at 
Sutton. It has power steering, power brakes, a heater and the ability to travel sideways at the 
nose when required. Beer tins, half bricks, dust, plastic bags - everything is sucked up into 
the innards of the little vehicle. 

1980 02 20 

One of Cambridgeshire’s few remaining traditional bakers, Mr John Edward Wright (known 
as Ted) has died. He built up the Copper Kettle firm & supplied bread to shops all over 
Cambridge. He moved to Haddenham at the end of the war and later opened a bakery and 
shop in Halifax Road, Cambridge as well as in Sutton & Cottenham. He also ran the Coppper 
Kettle tea shop at one time. He always took great pride in the fact that his bread was always 
made the traditional way with no additives 80 02 20 

1980 12 05 

Harold Painter’s Sutton history book - Petty - 80 12 05a 


1982 12 14 

Motorists faced a nightmare journey to work with several main roads blocked by heavy snow. 
Saffron Walden was snowed in & Royston and Haverhill were cut off as was Cottenham, 
Waterbeach, Fulbourn and Sutton. Cambridge police rescued 130 people trapped in their cars 
and about half the county schools were closed as teachers could not get to work 81 12 14 

1985 11 21 

Schmidt of Sutton demonstrate new road sweeper - 85 1 1 21 

1986 05 29 

The Cambridgeshire cheese industry of the 1920s and 1930s was centred on Sutton 
remembered by Len Routledge - 86 05 29 

1986 07 17 

The Powell family started to make cheese at Sutton in 1918 when there was more money in 
Cambridgeshire cheese than milk. But during the Second World War it was only produced 
sporadically when milk was available that would not keep. Later Baden Powell bought up all 
the Sutton Dairies and kept going with milk and cheese until the 1960s. The whole enterprise 
eventually went to Bridge Farm Dairies of Mildenhall. 86 07 17 

1987 01 14 

The skating French brothers from Peterborough are once again kings of the Fens. They 
dominated some of the fastest racing ever seen at Bury Fen, Earith. John French, a British 
Olympian at Lake Placid, beat Alan Fisher in one of the best finals of recent years to win the 
Fen Championship. His older brother Paul, who had driven through treacherous conditions 
from Cardiff, beat Willingham teenager Stephen Parker and Sutton-based David Smith for the 
Melton Morley Trophy. 87 01 14 & 16 


1988 03 15 

A double-decker was completely destroyed in a blaze at Mepal. The fire started from beneath 
the bus after the driver pulled his vehicle to the side of the road with worries about an engine 
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problem. Only one passenger was on board at the time. Nobody was injured but a nearby 
house in School Lane sustained heat damage to two windows. Firemen from Sutton and Ely 


attended. 88 03 15 
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